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Mexico and Mr. Wilson.
If the administration at Washington

has at last recognixed that the situât ion

in Mexico -iblo. a fact patent to

the rest of thfl world teso yi-ars ago, thajo

is cans«.'fot public celebration. If it
to obtain the moral support necessary to

action by co-operation with the A B *

much Una lutter. The idea does

not invita instant approval nor giro too

much promise, but as a sign of action it

will arouse hope.
Mr. Wilaon'a Mexican policy has Wen a

completo and humiliating failure. It has
cost American lives, it has ruined Ameri¬
can prestige in the Latin-American coun¬

tries, it has exhausted the patience of Mr.
Wilson's fellow countrymen, and it has
been void of all but evil conseque:.
From the outset Mr. Wilson has seemed

unable to face facts. He has permitted
himself to indulge in the vainest of all self-
delusions, that which Mcribea to felicitous
words a potency which they never had

and never can have. He has seemed to

believe at all times that the Mexican
storm could be abolished by fine phrases
and vigorous vocal championship of ab-

I moral principles.
With every desire to deal fairly with

Mr. Wilson's foreign policies. The Tribune
has been unable to discern in his Mexican
dealings the smallest indication that he
had a settled policy or a genuine compre¬
hension of the Mexican fact. It saw in
the Vera Cruz episode one of the most

humiliating chapters in all our history.
Why we went to Vera Cruz, if we Were

shortly to scuttle out; why we acted vio¬

lently, if we were to repudiate the action

by prompt evacuation, remains an unsolved
mystery.
How much of the Mexican fiasco can be

«1 to Mr. Bryan is, of course, prob¬
lematical. If Mr. Bryai re is

followed by the same improvement in the
handling of the Mexican question that has

r Mr. Wil¬
li will feel that the i

rably Bryan's. But
here Mr. Wilson's share will i

ble.
No nation was ever moro patient, more

.ta! blundering, than
: an people have leen in the

..u affair. Hut this by no mean--

fad that a greater fraction
are not. only disgusted but ashamed of the

part this country has played in the affair
and are eager to sec the smallest evidence
of the adoption of any sane a:vl
policy.
We went to Mexico 'to serve mankind,

could find a way." to use Mr, Wil«
phrase. We sneaked out of Mexico,

IS American livi
rnably ,. ¡we wi re m that
way to s. re i ,» then we

have watched and v Our watching
been confined to the observation of
of the consequences of our

blundering; our waiting, apparently, like
<>f Mr. Micawber, based on the

would turn
up."

If .Mr. Wilson baa at last made up his
mind, if he has at last found n r

of dealing with Mexico that he will follow.
if he is finally convinced that words are
futile when revolutions are in pn
and literary d the grasp
«.f Zapatas ami Villa the better.
But those who hope most from this mira¬
cle may be forgiven if they still retain
doubts they heartily des,re to lave |
nently abolished.

Where Progress Resides.
Colonel Roosevelt's announcement that

he intends to remain a Progressive was to
be expected. -As the head and front of
that party- indeed, its cause for »

could not well desert it while any

Other members, even a few. r-maii ed. Hut
there is in evidence in that announcement
a great change in the attitude of the chief
Progressive toward «'tints and other par¬
ties faun the days wiu-n the Hull Moose
were presented as the fount of all right-

eon tree; of the nal
salvation.

'I m i a broad spirit of tolerance
toward those who have re-entered the Re¬
publican party, and a tacit acknowledge¬
ment that it may be possible for them
there to work for progressive ¡«leas a

modern methods of government. In other
times not so very long ago they v>

have been backsliders, n< I to call them
traitors, a some of the more hot-he:
l.cal Pi .- » i 's have done.

All this i which will
be valuable to the extent to which the;
spirit of it is continued. Neither the Hull

Republican party has a

poly «if virtue or of that general!
of mind which, demanding improve¬

ment niity in social and politi
iditions and governmental agencies,

BOOTH
lie name.

In this state particularly it la essen¬

tially a question of individual juii.
whether more can be accomplished for the

I

i! furtherance of thost* nicas

ftAliation With the Republican or the í
.. party. The Tribune believe'»,

thousands OH thousands of -food Prog
slvea have ihowod they do, that oppoi
tiity is pirater In the old patty, or,

worst, in fusion of the old ¡nul now

giren issues and candidatos. The imj
tant thing i* that the demand of the yo
men of the country for improvement,
progress politically, shall he expressed,
the manner of (ho expression, and
Colonel K4>o evelt, a practical man, ap«
0'itly recognizes clearly. The organ
lion, the agency of expression, may sal

be left to American common sense

genius for :uconiplishment.

Mr. Osborne Should Go.
It is with sincere reluctance that

Tribuiré ha» reached the conclusion t

Thomas Mot, Osbonfe should l"- rano

as Warden of Sing Sing Prison. Hut th
seems now no possible doubt that his c

t¡nuance means anarchy in prison adn

istration, chaos in a state department, a

what is still more undesirable, the u

v of those ideal- of prison I

torment which bo many of us have oh
.-¡.cd and for- which every one was p
pared to overlook incidental mistakes a

temporary confusion.
It has been realised from the start tha

portion of Mr. Osborne's difficulty prew <

oi the opposition of those who represen'
an older régime, ilestitute of all r

humanity and suspect as a part of a s

tem of graft and corruption which has lo
been a diagrace to this state.

All of us were willing, anxious, to i

vi-r principles of penolopy or t

better doctrines of humanity.applied
the unfortunate and to the vicious, wht
offending, however prcat, was felt by pro
ing numbers not to exclude them from t

sympathy or the attention of the state a

the community. There was a peneral rece

nition that whatever limitations of temp
and temperament Mr. Osborne possess«
he was sincerely anxious to serve the new
doctrines of p'ison administration and a

ply a broader spirit of humanity to t

critnil
But the situation has now com" to thi

It is no longer conceivable that .M
rne can continue at Sinp Sinp witho

bringil g discredit to the very principl
and ideals which he went there to sen

The whole cause of prison reform is b

ginning to suffer from his mistakes
judgment a:;.', defl ets of temper. If he co

tinues, the whole cause of prison refor
seems destined to he retarded for years
this si

i it is the cause of prison reform th;
The Tribune is most deeply interested i
It has supported Mr. Osborne in the pa?
it has borne patiently with his shortcor
inps, because it has wa: ted to ilo nothir
to strengthen the hands of those of his o;
por.ents whose motives it understood, who:
purposes it detested. Precisely as long i

there seemed any chance that Mr. O.-hori
could continue without wreckinp the pr
mary object of his mission we have he
our peace, or indorsed thost thinps 1
worked for which seemed to us praisi
worthy.

B ' that time has pp.ssed. In the inte;
-t of prison reform in the future in th

The Tribune believes Mr. Osborr
should retire, if he persists in refusinp t

resipn, we believe Governor Whitma
should caufe his removal. The Tribun
recopni/.es that Mt. Osborne's has been a

failure, but it is not willinp thu
the failure should injure a cause vast!

precious than any personal interés
of the present Warden of Sinp Sinp.

Mr. Rockefeller's Aphrodite.
The statue boupht by Mr. Rockefeller t

adorn his Temple of Love at Pocantic
Hills is a thine; of extraordinary interés

from all esthetic considerations, fo
it is one of the few works of art that eve

wrouftht up the people of this town to

pitch of wild and undisciplined excitemenl
Three times in the last Quarter of a cen

tury we have witnessed this unusual spec
tacle: when Sorolla made his first appear
anee here, when the Cubists, Futurists an'

other fashionable innovators were intro
duced, and when the National Arts Clul
exhibited this notorious Aphrodite.
The emotional e.xtravapance created b;

the Aphrodite was the most difficult of al
.o account for on the strenpth of the objec
itself. Setting other circumstances aside
Sorolla's paintings possessed all the ele
menta of popularity and were sure at leas

II well. The Armo.*y exhibition wa;

the best exhibition of contemporary ar

ever held here, and besides it was full o

thinps that had been much talked aboui
¦.v.r. hit!.,, i.) seen by the public ol

New York. Tie Post-Impressionists wen

hard to understand; Sorolla was very ea.\\
to understand: in either case a tip fron
the knowing ones was enough to inflame
the public mind. Ther? was nothing in
the Aphrodite-, however, to justify any ex

'..ri of popular entbusian. It would
attracted much attention at a

miscellaneous exhibition of sculpture, but

probably have passed as a pood
modern reproduction. Yet it pave rise to a

demonstration far more extraordinary
than anything seen at the Armory.
The rabble that used to assemble every

day ah.ait the "N'ude Going Downstairs"
wa composed largely of gigglers; hut at

the Arts Club there were none hut wor¬

shippers, wh> contrived somehow to whip
a state of incredible

{esthetic exaltation. Nothinp like these
assemblies had ever been seen here before
and may ne-ver be again. People would

daily and place nosepays on the

pedestal of the statue and poems addressed
to Aphrodite were ¡aid r »verentially at her
feet It was an amazing spectacle. To ac¬

count for it we must look further than the'
itself, which was reallj very nice,}

but not exciting eriouph to explain 00

much perturbation in a community that
M it.» ait pretty stoically.

The true explanation lies in the atmos¬

phere of mystery that was created about it,
partly by the owner ar.d partly by a critic

of exubérant imagination. Columns of fan¬

tasy were published every «lay tending
gradually bo eonviel Praxiteles. The his¬
tory of the statue was wrapped in the pro-
foundest fog because the fortúnale owner

was sworn to silence. "To tell the de¬
tail.- of the purchase," he explained,
"would reveal to the government the secret
and entail all manner of trouble for the men

¡who sold it to me. Woubl the world ha.e
nie make trouble for them and their
families after taking an oath that the
»¦ödet should be inviolate?" The world did
not insist, but some one was sure he re-

jinenibered having seen the thing knocked

|down for a few dollars at some tire sale
BOOM years ago. Then the owner became ter¬

ribly indignant and swore a great oath
that if it were not n genuine old mi '«r

piece he would smash it to pieces with his
own hands. And so the discussion con¬

tinued, till it grew slmoal as warm as the
controversy over Dr. Mode's "Flora." At

¡the height of it the statue was removed by
jits owner and every on«' forgot all about it.

As the owner did not carry out his dread¬
ful threat the evidence <>f its authenticity is
presumably sa strong as ever.

German Bands.
The German banda have ho.*ome

strangely numerous on the streets of the

metrópolis, and they play "Dia Wacht am

¡Rhein" with cyclonic power. They have

Ibeen Complained of by the writeis of let¬
ters to various editors as unreutral, but

the friends of the Allies are probably
right in not making any representations
to 1'resident Wilson on the subject.

In the first place, these bands are a

striking proof of the fact that there are

thousands of Germana in this country who
are more or less in a state of captivity.
They arc composed of men who are mag¬

nificently eligible at least to the German
Landsturm, which is now in the fighting
line. To have such lung and leg power
wasted on the streets of New York, while
it might be blowing inspiriting horr.s, or

even carrying tire projectors, at Vpres or

Lublin, must be a saddening, a humiliating
thing to ail loyal Germans. And the par¬
tisans of the Allie- nni't reflect that the
more German banda there are on the
streets of New York the less food for
melinite there is in the Fatherland. This
thought is likely to inn.ice equanimity in
the Allied mind in listening to the gusty-
strains of "Die Wacht am Rhein" in the

purlieus of Harlem or among the sprea«!-
ing ailanthtis groves of Washington
Heights.

.another consideration removes the per¬
formance of patriotic German airs by
these wandering musicians far from the
<;<»main of German propaganda The
bands are universally composed of such
wretched musicians that they are rapidly
making "Die Wacht am Rhein" odious to

the entire population, of whatever na¬

tional origin. It will s,. n become a <)ues-
tion.with «-ach successive "drive" of these
musical barbarians, whether Allied coun¬

ter-offensives will not he provoked even

on Avenue A or upper Amsterdam ave¬

nue. The tide of «sthetic wrath may be
said to be rising every day.

So the Allies ilo well, on the whole, to
let the German banda severely alone.

Thanks to that "Invisible Government"
which rules newspapers, a.- well as states,
there appeared on this page yesterday, in
an article entitled "By Train to Fez," the
Following errors: Taza was translated as

"Torza," Kairuan as "K.iernain," and the
familiar French term for ¡North Africa,
Africa Minor, was "corrected" to "Asia
Minor." This last, by placing Morocco in
Asia, achieved a geographical change be¬
yond the possibilities of war itseh

e

To Heaven, the Kaiser would ha"e us be¬
lieve, is to be attributed full praise for Ger-
mrn succc-'s to is ¡ill light, but
will Heaven have to accept equal responsibil¬
ity for any Gc-man reverses hereafter?
Plainly partnership with the Kai-er carries
a heavy burden of care for the Deity, if this
be the ease.

Reports of Turkish atrocities in Asia dis-
close an amiable Osmanll effort to assimilate
the "Kultur" of their ally. But |udgin

reports they have still much to learn
in the way of terribleness.

e

British Sain 150 Tarde, il- sdllne.
Has any one told Kitchener about Brick-

ley 1

The Bronze Horses of Venice.
/ .m,, 7'e Ifa« ;,- Hi

The four bronze horses which have been re¬

moved from the facade of St. Mark's at Venice
Isymbolise one of Europe's mistakes a mis-

vat is the far-back cause of one part of
the present war. Why they should stand
? o prominently and, i it seems, so irrele¬
vantly on the cathedral front is a puzzle to

all who do not know their story. They are

excellent Roman work of the imperial age,
and probably crown.«! more than one trium¬
phal arch at Rome. Constantino removed
them to Constantinople, where they w«

Iproprlately us«-,i to ornament the Hippodrome.
When the crusading armies, in 1208, had
turtie.1 «side from the rescue of the Holy
Sepulchre to beaiege « ntinople, and, in
the following year, the city had been taken
and barbaroual; the Venetians
brought tin i., Venice and placed
them on the external gallery of the front

:" victory.
The victory of which the bronze horses were

B trop and in the
end a disaster botl ad Europe. It

.. weakened the Eastern Christian Em¬
pire ai destruction

by the Turks in 1453. '1
de and a firm I'ooting in Europe.

"The fall of Con tant noj I« in 1563," says
Mr. Horatio lire" of Venice,
"with all the COI which it entailed
was in no small raeasui Venetian ac¬

tion in the Fourth Crusade" Had the f"iir
never found their way to Venice that

city might have its long and un¬

availing warfare with the Turk, the Parthei
at Athi > ed by
a shot from a V«
andOtl place,
and to-day our Lancashire lads might
laying do* Galli-
poli Peninsula. In 1797 Napoleon to«
horses i : tuatrian Em¬
peror Fran« ¦ their l"t:g-
famihar place at Venice. Now they I ava
been removed again, this time out of ik of
destruction by A aba, an«! another
ehapter is added to their already remarkable,
history. j

LOOAL LAND VALUES

Not as High as in Most of the
Smaller Cities of the Country.

To the F.iJitor of The Tribuno.
Sir: Permit me to reply to a letter which

¡«ras pablished in The Tribune of July 27

from John Mooily, wherein he advocate«, single
tux socialism for New York (Jit** «nd »ttacks
Stewart BlOWOO*S théorie» «s to the cause of

the removal of certain f«ctories from the

city.
Lnnd is not too high in Gre»ter New York,

n» single tax socialist« claim. L«nd is higher,
comparatively speaking, either «gricultural
or urban, from Portland, Me., to Seattle, than
it is in the boroughs of Brooklyn »nd Queen«.
Land can be bought in these boroughs within

j ten minutes' wsll of th« $400,000,0(10 dual
subway system cheaper than equally well lo

jented land can be bought in any second, third
Of fourth class city in the United States.

The principle underlying single tax social¬
ism is confiscation of land, and was enunoat

ed by Henry (leorge, the founder of the cult,

¡who declared that private ownership of lam!

was a crime equal to that of owning slaves,
'and that the state should confiscate land

values through the "confiscation of rents."
This has been accomplished to an alarming
extent through the operation of burdensome
regulatory laws that were forced through the

Legislature by the reformers referred to by-
Stewart Browne and administered by «Ingle
tax o'fieials.
One Manhattan real estate expert, in an

analysis of real estate conditions published
in 1912, declared that the operation of one of

¡these laws had resulted in cost and loss of

[taxable values of over $«00,000,000. That is

going some in the direction of confiscation.
The fact that New York City has more thun

:i thousand million of bonds outstanding and

based chiefly upon privately owned taxable
real estate (Iocs not seem to concern the sin¬
gle taxers in the least.

Mr. Moody declares that buildings should
not be assessed st all, and he also say» that
land values are too high. If his ideas were

put into operation, how in heaven's name

would the city raise its budgetary require¬
ments of $200.000,000 plus?

If the city owned all the land within its
limits it could not borrow a dollnr against
it, as only privately owned taxable land can

be reckoned as a basis of borrowing poivpr.
That is why the undersigned hus for years
urged that the rhief duty of the state and
city is to protect and promote taxable values
in every way that is proper and consistent
with sound governmental policy.
An opposite policy has, however, been

adopted. Regulatory laws have been enacted
and are being administered in such a harsh,
unreasonable and unnecessary manner that
thousands of owners have been driven to des¬
pepitan as a result of seeing real estate
marketability deliberately destroyed and
their equities disappear. In many cases this
equity representa the savings of a lifetime of
indu try and frugality.
Th« crushing and impoverishment of these

thrifty, law-abiding citizens Is a grave gov
emmental error. They have invested their
all, under conditions and laws as to titles
that have been in vogue for hundreds of

They had a right to expect the state
to protect them. The state has not done so,

(but hi.s permitted their financial ruin. This
process has undermined the foundation of
the city's credit, and the people are now pay¬
ing the penalty. .IT D80N (¡. WALL
New York, July 2«, 1916.

Patriotism and War.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Amid the rattle of rifles and bayonets,
the thunder of guns and the agonising wails
of the wounded, it was refreshing to hear a

powerful appeal for peace, echoing 'round
the world, uttered by an American woman,
Jane Addams. If through her efforts the war

<an be shortened by a year, a month, or even

B day. Miss Addams will receive the blessing
of millions of mothers.
There are other American women who have

made their contributions toward peace, not
universal peace their ambition is more mod¬
est but toward securing peace to this coun¬

try. They are our sisters in Kansas who
have started the Walnut Grove cadet corps.
This is the iir.it women's military organiza¬
tion in America, but not the last, as the
twenty-four young women who form this body
have planned a state-wide campaign to have
similar corps started in other Kansns towns.

1'atriotic German women, some of the most
aristocratic classes, have taken an active part
in the fighting, and their example has been
followed in other belligerent countries. Bttt
the object of our Walnut Grove sisters is to

prevent war by promoting throughout the
land an ardent and active patriotism. More
power to them! Their names will be written
in golden letters in the annals of American
jntriotism. N. BEHAR,
New York, July 2«. 1915.

Appeal from Mrs. Henry Balfour.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: May I beg the hospitality of your
widely read journal for an appeal on behalf
of our aviators in active service? In view
of the likelihood of the campaign being
continued thrnutrh the autumn and winter, I
am anxious to collect the following articles,
which will be urgently needed by the men of
th« Royal Naval Air Service and of the Royal
Flying Corps in the western war area ar.'!
elsewhere: Cardigans, sweaters i both
nrgently needed), flannel shirt» and rests
leather and knitted «raisteoats, helmet»,
gloves, soehs and mufflers. I «hall be nos!
grateful for any contributions which may¬
be sent to me, now or later, of articles such
BS the above, or of money, which will
me to purchase those objects which seem
most urgently needed. The high apprecia¬
tion with which consignments of such things
as the above were received by our aviatoi»
luring last winter «mboldcn« me to make

.ppen! to the well known frencrnsity of
American sympathizers.

EDITH BALFOUR
Langley I>odgc, Hcadington Hill, Oxford,
England, July 21, II

Loans to Students.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Will you kindly inform me through
your paper if there is any society or organ.
ization which loans money to deserving its

n order to aid them to complete their
course? If so, will you please publish

their names and grestly oblige.
STUDENT.

Albany, N. Y, July 27, 1916.
We do not know of such «n organization,

j- v.Huld suggest that the correspondent ad-
.!r.--- his query to the Commissioner "f Edu¬
cation at Washington. Ed.

"The First Anniversary."
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is a great satisfaction to have
The Tribune take such a firm stand for ius-

ind i ighl .-. I in its leading
rial, "1 !.e First Anniversary," of to-

..

I am sure that it voice» the sentiment of
-.he great silent majority.

GEORGE A. TKAYKIl.
New York, Aug. 1, 1915.

'THE BOY STOOD ON THE BURNING DECK."

COLONEL ROOSEVELT'S ADVICE TO AMERICANS.

Echoes in One Ear, at Least, as the Unpleasant Repetition of the Hateful Doctrines of Bernhardi, Treitschke and the
Other Prophets of Militarism.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: I come from reading '.hat "virile" e>

Ihortation to preparedness written by Thee
dore Roosevelt in the current issue of a por.
ular magazine, and I cannot refrain fror

expressing my appreciation of it. It ough
to be of great value to the American peopl«
for it makes clear at last just where th
hero of San Juan Hill stands. There canno

longer be the slightest doubt that he i
brother in the spirit to all the von Hern

¡hardi?, von Treitschkes and von Tirpitzo
of the Teutonic race, and if listened to wil
do as much for the American people as thos
immortal lenders of "manly" thought hav-'
.lone for the German people.

For he is giving us exactly the same argu

ments with certain modifications to maki
them more palatable to the somewhat demo
eratic Anglo-Saxon) that those gentlemei
used to ipui OB the declining military spiri
of their pe.iple. In the same way that voi

Bernhard! bewailed the growing efTeminact
of his nation, which seemed to show sign:
of a waning interest in bloodshed, the Caví
Man of Oyster Bay puts on us the epithet!
of "mollycoddle," "sissy," "nursemaid," "cow¬
ard" and "bad citizen." In the same way hi
warns us that if we do not arm to the teeth
und place our sons' under the iron yoke o!

American military masters we shall some

day have to wear that of the foreign bree
variety.

Indeed, so all important does he deem the

wearing <>f such a yoke that he declares em¬

phatically that if we refuse to accept on«

."made in America" the next best thing fot
us would be to have Germany or Japan com«

over and thrust theirs upon us. The essen¬

tial thing to him seems to be that we shall
wear the yoke, no matter where it comes

from. Well, I am one of those almost in¬
clined to feel that if »'S must wear such a

yoke anyway it would perhaps be best to

«How the foreigner the expense of manufact¬
ure.g it instead of slaving ourselves to death,
BS the Germans have done, to forge our own

tetter".
One point of the doughty Colonel's article

ilarly interested me. That was his

righteous indictment of the early Christians.
Meciiii e »unie of them adhered sufficiently to

the primitive f-ii'h to refuse to wade through
slaughter to enthrone their creed they lost
upremaey in Asia and Africa, he says. And

he points with satisfaction to the Christians
of Europe, who under Charles Martel were

such a contrast to their more pacific
brethren. It is, thanks to their ta«te for

'lighting, that Christianity survives to-day in
Europe, he declares.

I wonder if it ever occurred to the troglo-
idjrt« inin.l that that is th« very r»>a«on ihu'

tnity does not survive in Europe the
reasoa that these so-called Christians, not

| Moslem enemies to light, are now en¬

gaged in murdering one another by hundreds
.sason, indeed, that Chris¬

tianity has come to be such an empty word
v.rywhere.
Fver. if he cannot see this, he may be able

fei ring to pacifists
«rard«, for thos« pacifists have always

the example of the "sissy" and
"mollycoddle," Jesus Christ, who, though so

unmistakably "milk and water" as to abjure
.ill 'orce, was able to walk to the cross and
lie like very much of a man of all those

I hristian martyrs who,
"bad t though they were land they
really were bad citizens from the Roman
point of view, just as the pacifists are from

were, none the less, able to go
to the lions and into the tire displaying «1-

'¦¦. BOrve as the Colonel did at
Las Guásimas.

However, there are a good many peopleI
like myself who claim to be neither pacifists'
norChi ,md "molly«

rather suspicious of
lemán'« advice. Some

lighting, after all,
if we fee! that we have something really
worth while to tight for, and if we were in
Germany to-day we would be fighting also.
Hut it would not be in the ranks of the
Kaiser. Instead we would be doing oui

small best to bring upon that bloodthirst
old humbug the fate he and his so richl
deaerve the fata that was meted out t

Louis XVI ami the Austrian in France mor

than a hundred years ago.
For we know that wars are never reall

called for nowadays by the people of any civ
ilir.ed nation, but are broua-ht about b

hereditary or financial rulers as a means o

carrying out their own schemes for aggran
dizement and plunder. We know, too. tha
the only way these rulers can work thei
people up to the fighting pitch is to start
great hubbub about "patriotism" and sprea<
the terrifying news that the people of «om

other nation are about to fall on them an

slay them. In Europe this time-worn pro
gramme has had two highly satisfying re

suits for the gentlemen who stood back o

it. First, it has induced the people to bea
the burden of great armies, and, second, i
has put everybody under military orders, si

that whenever their royal masters got read;
to start a war that should add to *heir do
mains and military prestige, or offer nev

fields of exploitation for their capitalists, al
they had to do was to issue a call to th«
colors and the would-be protesters again»
carnage would automatically become eithei
humble and obedient soldiers or slain muti
neers.
That is exaetly what happened in German»,

a year ago. The doctrine of preparedness
had been so successfully carried out tha'
every man ha«l become a soldier. On ont

evening the halls of Berlin were filled witr

people indignantly protesting against wai

and denouncing the leaders who were benl
on precipitating it. The next morning the.-«
same people were marching away into Bel
r.'ium, knapsacks on their backs and rifles or

their shoulders to defend the Fatherlan«
against Russia. Was it "righteous" war'
Certainly. There never was a war that wasn'l
rifhteous, a necessary means of defence an«!
imperative to the upholding of the nation'?
high dignity.
And that is exactly what would happen

here If we ever got sufficiently militarized
We'd be no sooner through with our re¬

cruit drill than some fine morning we would
be hiking over the line into Mexico to r«'s-

cue the national honor by grabbing all that
fat, rich country, and turning it over for
th» exploitation of the Guggenheims and the
Rockefellers. And there would be no op¬
portunity to pretest against it, for every
man, according to Mr. Roosevelt's plan, would
be an enrolled soldier, and to soldiers "or¬
ders is orders." "Theirs not to reason why,
theirs hut to do and die." ,

A nation under arms is an enslaved na¬

tion enalaved by its own leaders. It is all
very well to say. as Bernard Shaw said, that
the wisest thing for the soldiers of all the
contending armies to do would be to shoot
'.heir own officers and go back to their
ploughs and their workshops, but it can't
be done it is too late when once they have
donne.) their uniform».

I surro- 'hat if a German expeditionary
force landed on our shores I would be one

of those to pick up a rifle and go out to
meet it in proper style. And granteil that
all the world except us. who seek onlv the
"peace of r.ghfeotisr.ess." which means what¬
ever Mr. Roosevelt sees fit to make it mean
are bloodthirsty robben :nt-'nt upon murder
and rapine, we've got to find some plan to
protect ourselves. But there is an increas¬
ing number of people who have discovered
so many "niggers in the fence" behind the
pians of the swaggering rulers and leaders
of men that when we are told that if we

don't organize ourselves into an army and
swear obedience to some one we'll be slain
in our track-» by an invading foe we wax

exceeding wary.
Perhaps Dr. Johnson exaggerated some¬

what when he described "patriotism" as the
"last report of a scoundrel," for there is a

sort of patriotism that is the noblest of
human sentiments the patriotism which
seeks the happiness and development of all
the people of a nation. But we have learned
that patriotism of the junker variety is the
habitual resort of greedy rulers and schem¬
ing politicians. We know that since the be¬
ginning of time the people, poor dupes, have
been led to their slaughter to make fine roili-
tarj r.-putattons for Kaisers and Kitcheners,
for Tirpitzes and Theodores. And then as
a reward they have been called noble heroes
and decorated with tin crosses and such

junk, while their child ""- allowed
to slave the rest of t 1 ¦>>' t!l«
tally.

If the present WSI **"
overthrow of bloody G -i aad
grasping English capitalism, it migr* be
worth all the blood that has been shed Bat
it won't. There'll be some ponder «ly
idiotic talk about national honor sa'

some boundaries will an', so««

particular group of ca| z-f**
new marke'», and that '" wi-:
be to it all but the deb* .."-

and the insane and ti ir'

lesa relics of tl »e of war.

When the LBS . .

was as indignant as any one I «ran for tak¬
ing a rifle and going out to wreak rengeaM
then and there. But : -*w

that there was not th) ¦¦
the world of wr« «.'
ble party. The nd von Tit" it*

could never be reachi d. Even in event of
a defeat of the German arm«, and all af th*

gentlemen to blame ! lliV
would be marched "'

honors, and if I an hum' uItl
even so faintly expíe ¦
land an overripe ton. of
their august coui '""

up in the guardhouae and **
owr. ofllcera. All thai 1 m*

would be the opportun tj ' "1"*

freah-faced Get mar. boj
blame for the atl '¦".
I ho added »' « n,r'

ican Sunday papers, t *.

pictures of th« R inl
hai da and s coi '- .'

hi> courage and prOWl
So I decided th« best I could .

would be tl ' th'
war was over do what litt ',r'

ward the German rev«
Which is bou:-,i ¦*.
tiny best again '"""í*
militan »n for »hi -7 *r'

Roosevelt I r« | ''

tionl in my own c«
Which I am d< g

Greenwich, Com I

Women in Bus.ness.
To the Fditor of The Tl ihn

Sir: In your ;
>"'r

amusing to roa«! your corn '*'

on women in buainesa He evid ntly '*

that n il a poor t".' ''

both way», for the evil that **

when a woman
ones tha' I
woman's lienta
career namely, the pi
derhandedne s th it
woman who is econoi ' *

man and mu *
OSIt v or It.

« ««»»Does your com ""ji:that all people
by business? Or dos
methods ennoble the male
male? If this
that the vii
only when '

Such pent,.
to which I >fJfrail an.l inaecurt *f#
irresponsible en "*'

^
r they are brounh' *f

shorn of their ill-gotten "tharn
for the race. I'mr*

millions of them ar

stay there; other« and ;n<£
women, thank heaven! an
world, and if th, ^tues" to pass on to th' t sons the tul
looks pretty dark. u
There la, SS S matter of 1#

of truth in your correapon i tall I

young woman wl I" ^
nesa would ben me .!. base«! b. ^
else if the doors of -bop. "".«*).
were close«! to her. Su ^
mental and have nothing '¦¦

-,
The subterfuge« t.. J

in order to bolster or the:, "'

are pit.ful and alarming, and I can only «w

what a woman said recently to me a * *-

rado: "How BShsSBOd of tin ;\ am
will be ¡.orne day when th' -

HARRIET T. COMSTOt*
Brooklyn, July 23, 1915


